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“Christ is the Savior of Jew and Gentile.” 

And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel:  I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth. 

Isaiah 49:6
Introduction.


How do we know that Jesus is Savior also of the Gentiles?  Some might quote a passage from the New Testament like St. Luke 2:32, “A light to lighten the Gentiles ... .”  We, however, already know from the Old Testament that Christ is the Savior of Jew and Gentile because Isaiah tells us so 700 years before the New Testament was written.


Indeed, “A light to lighten the Gentiles ... ”, The Nunc Dimittis
 (“now let him depart” in the Service of Holy Communion) cites to this passage from Isaiah.  This passage reveals that Christ is the Savior of both Jew and Gentile.


This passage from Isaiah also reveals the Almighty Power of the Messiah.  The Lord refers to Jesus’ Salvation of the Jews and of all Israel through His Passion as a “light thing”, a “trifle”.  The Lord speaks that way to Christ not to belittle His Passion, but to remind us that the infinite and everlasting burden of bearing Israel’s sins, great as it is beyond imagination, is dwarfed to trifle when contrasted with the Almighty Power of the Messiah to save.  Because of this boundless power of the Messiah, He has power to spare; so the Lord also makes Him the Savior of the Gentiles unto the ends of the earth.


The Messiah, Christ Our Savior, is the Savior of all Israel and all Gentiles because He is willing, because He is Merciful, and able, because He is the Almighty God in the flesh. 

I.  Christ Saves Both Jews and Gentiles by His Passion.
A.  Sin is offense against the Infinite and Eternal Majesty of God.


To understand a bit of the jaw-dropping nature of God’s statement to the Messiah, namely, that it is a trifle for him to save Israel, one must understand the gravity of sin.  When one commits a sin against God, he is committing an offense against a Person whose Majesty is infinite.  When one commits an offense against God, he is committing an offense against someone who goes on forever.  Consequently, one offense against God is an offense of infinite magnitude that goes on forever because it is a sin against the Majesty of the Person of God, who is infinite and goes on forever.


Sin, therefore, is no trifle because it is an offense against the infinite and eternal Majesty of the Person of God.


B.  Christ Saves both Jews and Gentiles by His Divine Majesty through His Passion.


Why, then, does God say to Christ that delivering the people of Israel from sin is a “trifle”?  The prophet Isaiah writes of God speaking to the Messiah in a way that may sound unexpected:

And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel:  I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.


A “light thing” we could also translate a “trifle”.
  As we’ve already seen, the burden of Israel because of sin is infinite and eternal.  How can that be a trifle?  To be sure, that burden is not a trifle but a burden Herculean beyond imagination.  When, however, contrasted with the Messiah’s infinite and eternal power because He is the Almighty God, even that task is dwarfed to a trifle.  The Apostle St. Paul writes that it was God Himself who suffered for the sins of Israel and, indeed, of all men:

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.


Because God’s Blood Atones for sin, the Messiah is fully able to Atone for the sins of all the people of Israel.  The value of God’s Blood is measured by the Majesty of His Person.  The value of God’s Blood, therefore, is infinite, boundless
.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes of the value of the Blood of Christ:

Regarding the sufficiency of the satisfaction rendered by Christ the question has been ventilated whether one drop of the blood of Christ would have sufficed for the expiation of the sins of the world. ... Lutherans say that the blood of Christ, the blood of the Son of God, has infinite value in even the smallest amount – not the quantity but the quality of the blood shed by the son of God endows it with infinite redemptive worth – but on the other hand, since Christ poured out His blood according to the will and counsel of God, we may not say that He shed one drop of His blood superfluously.

The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes of Christ’s Almighty capacity to save men from the dreadful captivity of sin because He is the Almighty God:

Others object:  Christ did not in fact suffer eternal damnation; His suffering therefore was not vicarious.  ...  Scripture teaches plainly that the very punishment which we should have suffered on account of our  sins was meted out to Christ.  The very curse which was denounced against sinful man (“Cursed is everyone that continueth not, etc.,” Gal. 3:10), fell in its full weight upon Christ:  “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13).  Yes, the suffering of Christ was of comparatively short duration.  But observe God’s method of computation.  When Scripture measures the value of Christ’s Passion, it does so by the exalted dignity of the Sufferer.  It was the suffering of the Son of God, 1 John 1:7:  “The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.”  Acts 20:28:  “His [God’s] own blood.”  The teaching of the “orthodox theologians” that the brief suffering of Christ, as that of the Son of God, is equivalent to the eternal suffering of mankind is not a “dogmatic construction,” but the doctrine of Scripture.48[48Dorscheus (in Baier, III, p. 87):  “The eternity of human suffering is compensated for by the majesty and excellence of the Person (Christ).”] Christ “fully balanced the account,” the settlement is “mathematically” correct as God views the matter.
 


Because God Himself Atones for the sins of Israel, the Lord has Power to Spare and so makes Himself the Savior of the Gentiles as well.  The Prophet Isaiah writes that because Christ can easily Atone for the sins of Israel, even though it is a work beyond the capacity of any creature, He also has plenty of power to spare to save the Gentiles:

And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel:  I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.
 


Christ not only Atoned for the sins of the Jews and Gentiles because He was able, for He is the Almighty in the flesh fully able to bear the burdens of all men and save, but also because willing, because He is merciful.

II.  The Gospel is the Power of God unto Salvation for All Men, Jew and Gentile.


A.  The Gospel is the Power of God unto Salvation.


The Passion of Christ also includes the Gospel, for He is a Light to the Gentiles, namely, He is made known to them through God’s Word, the Gospel.  Christ not only Atoned for the sins of men by His Passion but Fashioned the Saving Gospel, which we hear today, by His Passion.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

... Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

In other words, Christ suffered and died on the Cross so that He might save us through the Blessed Waters of Holy Baptism.  Luther writes of Christ Fashioning the Saving Waters of Holy Baptism by His Passion:

... holy baptism was purchased for us through this same blood, which he shed for us and with which he paid for sin.  This blood and its merit and power he put into baptism, in order that in baptism we might receive it.  For whenever a person receives baptism in faith this is the same as if he were visibly washed and cleansed of sin with the blood of Christ.  For we do not gain the forgiveness of sins through our work, but rather through the death and the shedding of the blood of the Son of God.  But he takes this forgiveness of sins and tucks it into baptism.
 


Because Christ not only Atoned for our sins by His Passion but also Fashioned the Saving Gospel by his Passion, we can begin to understand why the Apostle St. Paul writes that the Gospel is the Power of God unto Salvation:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:  for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:  as it is written, The just shall live by faith.


Because the Gospel is the Power of God unto Salvation, we also begin to get a glimpse of what a great miracle it is when God works saving faith in the hearts of men.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

Faith is not the product of human deliberation, self-decision, or concurrence, etc., but as much a creative work of God as the calling forth of light out of darkness at Creation (2 Cor. 4:6).


The Gospel is the Power of God unto Salvation for all men because the Saving Gospel was Fashioned by the Passion of Christ.

B.  Christ is the Savior of all men, Jew and Gentile, by the Cross through the Gospel.


Christ is the Savior of all men, Jew and Gentile, because by the Cross through the Gospel Blesses all men with the Salvation of the Cross.  The Lord appointed Him not only to Atone for the sins of men but to bring the Blessings of that Atonement to men through the Gospel.
  Isaiah writes that Christ is God’s Salvation for Jews and Gentiles unto the ends of the earth.  This Blessed Truth was confessed by Simeon at the time of the Birth of Jesus:

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel [the Messiah]:  and the Holy Ghost was upon him.  And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  And he came by the Spirit into the temple:  and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:  Fo mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.


This beautiful confession of Simeon’s is a part of the Church’s Liturgy, The Nunc Dimittis in the Service of Holy Communion:

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation:  which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel.


Simeon’s confession reminds us not only the Christ is the Savior of Jew and Gentile, but also that God is willing and fully able to keep His promises.  We are far removed from Simeon’s home in Judah, approximating at least, if not actually so, “the ends of the earth”, yet God’s Salvation has come to us as He Promised 2000 years ago and half a globe away.  The prophet Isaiah writes:

And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel:  I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.
 


Conclusion.


That Christ is the Savior of all men, Jew and Gentile, is not merely a New Testament teaching but the continuous teaching of Scripture throughout both Testaments, Old and New.  Christ Pressed His Almighty Power into the Service of all men in order to Atone for sins and save by His Passion.


By His Passion He also Fashioned for us the Saving Light of the Gospel so He could be the Savior of all men, even unto the ends of the earth.










Amen.
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